
 

Peaceful, tranquil, calm - the elegant man- Jade Emperor - 

sat on his golden throne; meanwhile he was eating his ripe 

grapes specially picked for him. His throne was in his 

Temple, his Temple was on top of the greenest mountain if 

China surrounded by the river Yangtze. Wandering around, 

he admired his lovely, lush orchid full of fruits ready for 

him to demolish.  

Dashing into the throne room, the armoured soldier ran into 

the room saying these words, “I’m so sorry master! There is 

a huge crowd of villagers shouting really loudly.” Walking 

with his head held high, his guard led him to his 

drawbridge. The door opened. He was nearly deafened by the 

horrendous sound around him. Shouting and bellowing, 

screeching and yelling, the villagers shrieked “When is my 

birthday? When was I born? What day is it? How old am 

I?” Pacing up and down his library, he finally had a light 

bulb moment (even though they would not have know what 

one is) He was going to do a swimming race: this would 

help him with the months of the year. Finishing the 

invitations, he wrote:  

 

 

 

 

 

He wrote quickly yet carefully. He told his eagle to send 

them to these animals: Silky the snake, Hayley the horse, 

Come to my palace in five 

sunrises so we can make 

the people happy! 

 



Diesel the dragon, Gilly the goat, Manny the monkey, Poole 

the panda, Cally the cat and many more animals.  

Five sunrises later, the big day came. Some people would’ve 

been really anxious; others (like the animals) were really 

energetic and enthusiastic. Register time had come and 

everyone was here but no panda nor cat. Sadly, Pole was 

at home being lazy eating her bamboo and Cally the cat 

was at home sleeping. Getting angry, he declared, 

“STARTING POSITIONS! LET... THE...RACE... COMMENCE!” 

Spraying him with water, they all jumped into the sage water 

and gave Emperor Jade a wet surprise. Like a bullet out of 

a gun, Tilly the tiger raced off in front but in the corner of 

Emperor Jade’s eye he saw the devious rat jump on ox’s 

back. He muttered, “I always knew he was a cheater.”  

Finally, the race had come to an end. Standing on top of the 

platform, he made a clear speech announcing, “In 1st place 

we have the... Rat! Following on, Ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, 

snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster and dog. Last but not 

least the pig. Why did you mess around in that patch of 

mud? Congratulations to the rat. You are now the first 

animal of the year!”  

Peaceful, tranquil, calm- the wise man sat on his throne 

elegantly and wisely. Meanwhile, thinking of the amazing 

years ready ahead. Gleeful, he was light-hearted thinking 

about all the villages that are celebrating their birthday and 

now having an amazing life.  

THAT IS THE LEGEND OF THE CHINESE ZODIAC!  
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