
 

Many people have wondered how the mouse won first 

place in the Chinese Zodiac race. Well this is how it 

happened! 

Annoyed, angry, frustrated - the great and all powerful 

Jade Emperor was trying to meditate in his temple, when 

his servant interrupted him. The servant said worriedly, 

“All the villagers are here and are demanding to see you 

immediately.” The Emperor came to the mob and shouted, 

“What are you all doing here?”  

They replied by saying, “WE want to know what day it is. 

What day is it? And what year is it?” Then, he knew what 

he would do. It was the best idea he had ever had! He was 

going to send a letter to each animal in the Kingdom. They 

were going to have a race!  

Dear Animal, 

You are invited to the best race ever. I will explain all the 

details when you arrive at my palace on the next full 

moon. You are going to race so that I can decide what 

animal is going to be named after the first year! 

Yours Sincerely, 

 Jade Emperor. 



He sent his trusty red, majestic Phoenix to deliver all the 

letters.  

The day was finally here! Fun and amazing, cheerful but 

crowded, every villager had a banner with their favourite 

animal. There was lots of cheering: it was like a God had 

been reborn!  

Once all the animals had arrived, the Jade emperor told 

the animals the rest of the plan .The 1st animal will be 

named after the first year and so on and so on. Then the 

race BEGAN!!!!!!  

 

The animals were shoving and pushing each other in the 

river. Amazingly, the dragon was first but then the pig 

behind him got injured, so the dragon went back to help 

the pig. Suddenly, the sly, cheeky, light rat jumped on the 

ox’s back but, luckily for the rat, the ox didn’t feel 

anything because the rat was too light! With a magnificent 

jump, the rat lept off the ox’s head and he won the race. 

The Jade Emperor wasn’t pleased with the rat winning 



because he thought the dragon was worthy of the first year. 

But the rat won the race so the first year is named after 

the mouse!  

 

Even though the dragon didn’t win the race, people in 

China celebrate the dragon every year because he was the 

strongest and he went back to save the pig.  

So that is my story of how the rat had won the race and 

from then onwards the Chinese people could tell the time. 

Do you think the Jade Emperor should have let the mouse 

take the first year!    
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